Volume No. 19:

"There is always one moment in childhood when the door opens and lets the future in." Graham Greene

WINTER 2014 EDITION

FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

Maple Street hosted the fifth annual Southern Vermont Educators Symposium, bringing together over 60 teachers from the local area to learn together.

We are thrilled to announce that over 140 donors have participated in
the Annual Fund! Supporting such projects as a new lower school playground, a new kiln for the art room, a new kiln for the art room, sports
uniforms, and curriculum materials, annual giving allows Maple Street
to fulfill our mission in creative and meaningful ways. Thank you to
those who have already participated, making this year’s efforts the most
successful to date.
Don’t worry, if you
haven’t participated,
there is still time! We
hope that you will
consider a gift today,
which will have a direct influence on children and their pursuit
of academic excellence.

November is clay month, and many of the student projects are given as gifts over the holidays.

CORRECTION: The 2012-13 Annual Report inadvertently
omitted the following donors from the Consecutive Year Giving Clubs. We extend both our apologies and gratitude to:
Ralph F. Colin, Jr. - 1998 Society - 15 years; and
The sixth grade’s Medieval Banquet feast featured not only a meal but a
dramatic production starring historical and mythical personalities such as
Joan of Arc, Genghis Khan, a plague doctor, and Merlin!

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Colson - Silver Society - 10-14 years
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FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

COLLABORATION WITH THE DORSET CHOIR

Dear Friends of Maple Street School,

The choral groups of Maple Street School and the Dorset Church performed Kurt Bestor’s “Prayer of the Children,” twice over the holiday
season. This powerful choral composition was written as a heartfelt
tribute to those children who suffered during the conflict in the former Yugoslavia. The song was introduced to Maple Street School choral
teacher, Erin Gill Reilly, by Ralph Colin, a long time advisory council
member. Erin teamed up with Jane Wood, of the Dorset Church Choir,
who conducted the piece.

I am proud that we are a school that values academic excellence, joyful learning, and community. A place where, as one second grader describes,
“Everyone cares.” We are a community where it is
cool to be smart, where we love to learn, and where
creativity and curiosity is celebrated. We do this by
having high expectations, but by also having time
to play and experience the world; to discover how to problem solve, develop reasoning, and communicate feelings. Whether it is through science experiments, basketball games, choir, lessons of history, or mathematical challenges, we seek to educate the whole child and help each
person become the best version of his or herself.
Thank you for being a part of our special school, for supporting us and
for celebrating 16 years of outstanding elementary education!
Fondly,

THANK YOU TO ALL THE COACHES WHO MADE THIS SEASON SUCH A SUCCESS!
Dr. Mary F. Bisselle
Head of School

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT
SCHOOLS TRUSTEE
The Dorset Players brought the Missoula Children’s
Theatre to the area for a week in residency with
support from community members and businesses.

We are proud to announce that Head of School, Fran Bisselle, has been
named to the Board of Trustees for the National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS). Her installation on this national board is a
tremendous honor and speaks highly of the exceptional national reputation of Maple Street School. Fran will serve a three-year term and stated,
“It is a privilege to serve in this capacity. Being a part of an organization
that thinks strategically about how schools can best serve students and
families, and how inspirational teachers can use new techniques and the
latest research to further teaching will be a wonderful experience. I look
forward to learning from best practices around the country, and sharing
what Maple Street School does so well with others.”
Shakespeare Festival and Spring Concert – May 8th
Grandparent’s Day – May 9th
4th Annual Golf Tournament – May 10th
Graduation – June 4th

Community service at Maple Street includes projects such as preparing nine
Thanksgiving turkey baskets for the Bennington Food Shelf.

Upcoming Events
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FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OUR GEOGRAPHIC BEE CHAMP

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Maple
Street School, I extend both greetings and thanks
to you all as we enter into what should be Spring
(although the weather has yet to cooperate!). With
record admissions levels and vibrant curricular opportunities, this year has been both exciting and
fruitful. These are heady days at Maple Street and
we are thankful for the continuing support of the
ever-broadening Maple Street community. If you
haven’t done so already, I invite you to join in the
“Show the LOVE” campaign and support Maple
Street at any level that you are able. We are sincerely thankful for your
continuing support.
I’d also like to extend heartfelt public congratulations to our Head of
School, Fran Bisselle, for her nomination and election to the Board of
Trustees at the National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS).
For more than fifty years, NAIS has been the leading national advocate for independent education, specifically defining public policy on
educational accountability, teacher quality, institutional independence, as well
as educational access and affordability.
This new position is an honor for Fran in
that it recognizes her unique leadership
skills and accomplishments in the field.
It is also an honor, of course, for Maple
Street as it shines an even wider national
spotlight on our school and its innovative
approach. We, as a Board, could not be
more proud of Fran’s achievements.
As our School grows, so does our Board. We welcome Anne Archer as
the newest member. Anne’s background in business and finance, as well
as her varied volunteer activities and dedication to primary education,
will further strengthen the Board and we welcome her energy and new
perspective. It truly is a privilege for me to work with such a talented and
enthusiastic group of dedicated volunteers. As a Board, we are proud to
join in the efforts of the rest of the Maple Street community to make academic excellence and joyful learning a reality in the Green Mountains.
Sincerely,

Matthew Samuelson
Board Chair
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On January 23rd Brandon Gutierrez, a
6th grader, won the school-level competition of the National Geographic Bee
by answering the question: “The city of
Portland is the eastern terminus for an
oil pipeline that connects with Montreal,
Canada. Portland is located on Caso Bay
in which New England state?” Brandon
and his geography teachers, Geoff Chamberlain will be headed to the state level
competition in Middlebury in April.

SKYPING WITH SENATOR LEAHY
The Hildene Essay Contest is always a highlight for our eighth graders,
and this year the committee chose a topic asking students to write about a
leader who is currently striving locally, nationally or globally to make the
world a better place despite considerable obstacles. Upper school English Teacher Mary Mangiacotti reached out to local, state, and national
leaders including Sarah Hadden, Jamie Hathaway, Judy Livingston, Lisa
Kelly and Senator Leahy to set up interviews to help her students get
ideas for their essays. Mary stated, “When I called Senator Leahy’s office,
I mentioned that the students were preparing for the Hildene Lincoln
essay contest and we wanted to interview him because we believe he embodies a similar commitment to liberty and justice that Lincoln had.”
His aids helped to schedule a skype interview, which was wonderful.

ANNE ARCHER JOINS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
It is with great pleasure that Maple Street School
announces that Anne Archer has joined the Board
of Trustees. The Board of Trustees provides fiscal
oversight, sets policy, and strategically plans the
future course of the school advancing the mission.
The ideal board deliberately works at a high strategic level, to ensure the school is healthy for the next
generation of students.
Anne Archer joins the board, having recently
moved to Vermont. She is a proud graduate of the
University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY with a degree in accounting and
she pursued her MBA at Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR. She,
and her husband Michael Cooperman, live in Manchester with their son
Asher. Anne’s experiences in the finance world will no doubt help Maple
Street School meet the ambitious goals on the board’s agenda.

LANDSCAPES BY NANCY CALICCHIO
On February 2, we hosted an art opening for Nancy Calicchio, founding head of Maple Street School, and her landscape oil paintings in our
conference room in early February. Fran stated, “I believe there is an intimate connection between Nancy’s art today and Maple Street School.
Her paintings of rustic farmhouses, roads less traveled, and quintessential Vermont landscapes of pastoral beauty—complete with hay bales—
inspire. There is a child-like simplicity and curiosity—reminiscent of the
spirit she wanted Maple Street School to embody.”
Nancy poses with her paintings and co-founders, Chris Murdock Crawford
and Janet Turnbull Irving.

WE LOVE VERMONT!

SURE IT’S OKAY TO CLOWN AROUND

Five Maple Street School student singers, along with rapper Malachi
Best, their teachers, Erin Gill Reilly, Dottie Sundquist, and composer
Sandy Wilbur, attended the opening of the Vermont State Legislature
in Montpelier on Tuesday, January 7th. The students received a minute-long standing ovation after performing Sandy’s composition, “Four
Score and Seven Years Ago” for the opening devotion.

This is the sixth year we welcomed Troy Wunderle’s Big Top Circus
Camp for winter break. Over 100 students enjoyed learning circus arts
including juggling, stilt walking, uni-cycling, and clowning!

WELLNESS DAY: TAKING CARE OF OUR BODIES
We hosted our 6th annual Wellness Day focusing holistically on mind, body, and spirit
and reinforcing ways to make our goals be-

come life-long healthy habits. Visiting presenters included Margi Putney from The Manchester
Gym, who led upper-school girls in Sh’Bam, Julie
Ring, leading lower school students in her fun
yoga/storytelling interactive activity, instructors
from the Vermont Martial Arts Academy, who
taught introductory karate/martial arts lessons,
Christie MacKenzie and the Londonderry Fire
and Rescue Squad, who arranged a HeartSaver
CPR/AED training course for 7th & 8th graders,
Dorset resident, Peter Pierce, who led a workshop
on The Compound Effect, and Marc Williams of
Manchester Acupuncture and Herbs.
Maple Street faculty presenters included Laura
Brown, kindergarten teacher and instructor at the
Stratton Sports Center, who gave nutrition and
meditation classes; upper school science teacher,
Lisa Edry, who taught yoga, fourth grade teacher,
Amy Panitz, who led an outdoor nature hike with
business manager, Bettina Tuttle; and upper school
history teacher, Geoff Chamberlain, who facilitated construction of a massive obstacle course along
with Director of Athletics, Jeff Barclay.

