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Our planning is always guided by

mission

Maple Street School is a joyful academic community that
cultivates personal and social responsibility. We nurture
intellectual and creative growth through an engaging
curriculum. Our culture of respect inspires confident learners.

Maple Street School Core Values

in action during COVID19

Respect:

We respect childhood and honor
our commitment to nurturing the potential of
each child, no matter the circumstances.

Responsibility:

Everyone at Maple
Street shares a community responsibility in our
collective wellbeing.

Community:

We will intentionally foster
meaningful connections, especially when
traditional in-person gatherings are not
possible. Maple Street is more than a returnto-school plan; it is a community.
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Joyful Learning as our Guiding Principle
As we blaze a trail into a new landscape of
pandemic-era education, we hold joyful learning
as our North Star. We are thinking hard about
what school will look like next year, and we know
you are, too. It would feel wonderful to present a
definitive trail map for Maple Street with specifics
about where we will be and when over the course
of the year, but it’s simply too soon.
We are, however, developing plans for different
stops along the route so that we will be ready
for a range of circumstances. We know that our
trail will have three main gathering points: oncampus (in-person learning in classrooms and the

Outdoor Classroom), hybrid (students access the
synchronous material in the classroom at home
using a suite of distance learning tools {including
teleconferencing, learning management platforms,
and apps} that will be available throughout the
school year), and remote learning (a blend of
synchronous and asynchronous learning from
home when classes cannot be conducted inperson). The intention is to be on-campus as often
as we can be.
The science-based understanding of COVID-19
continues to grow, as does our thinking about
educational best practices during a pandemic.
This means that our plans will likely grow and
change as well. Last spring was a crash course
in flexibility and adaptation; although we do not
anticipate such dramatic shifts, we are planning for
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pivots in learning venues. We are using our prior
knowledge about all three formats to inform our
planning; using feedback from teachers, students,
and families, we are recalibrating the systems we
had in place last year to improve the experience
for students, families, and staffulty.
Planning a return to school this year is an
extraordinary endeavor, and Maple Street is
fortunate to have experts in a range of disciplines
contributing to this effort. Our amazing staffulty are
collaborating throughout the summer to develop
plans for on-campus, hybrid, and distance learning.
They are thinking about developing spaces for

teaching and learning that are informed by the
Vermont guidelines for the opening of school, as
well as building relationships for learning that can
support students in the upcoming year. Maple
Street is fortunate to have dedicated educators
who are committed to students and learning.
Trustees, especially the Buildings & Grounds
Committee and the Executive Committee, are
meeting regularly throughout the summer to
steward Maple Street in our preparations for a
new school year. The Board is actively involved in
planning, public health efforts, and the long-term
wellbeing of Maple Street.
Maple Street is working closely with public health
experts. In addition to heeding guidance from the
CDC, the Vermont Health Department, the Vermont
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Guiding Principle continued
Agency of Education, and local government and
health officials, Maple Street is collaborating
with medical experts. We have contracted with
Dr. Trey Dobson to be Maple Street’s COVID-19
Coordinator. Dr. Dobson, is the medical director
of Dartmouth-Hitchcock Putnam Physicians and
chief medical officer of Southwestern Vermont
Health Care in Bennington, Vt. He reviews and
approves our plans and will consult with Maple
Street throughout the year. Additionally, we
continue to consult with Dr. Nicholas Christakis,
an epidemiologist from Yale. These experts
are advising Maple Street as we develop plans
to mitigate virus risks and to be prepared to

appropriately manage school when someone in
the Maple Street community gets sick.
Knowing that the social and emotional wellbeing
of our students is a priority, teachers are using the
summer to explore Responsive Classroom and
refine the Moose Pride curriculum. Building and
maintaining productive relationships for learning
with teachers and classmates will be a cornerstone
of the upcoming year. We will carry forward our
consulting relationship with Dr. Suniya Luthar, a
resilience expert. Maple Street is thinking together
with her about ways to enhance resilience in our
students and staffulty.

Campus Highlights

Maple Street’s thoughtfully-designed and childcentered campus is well-suited to our needs in the
upcoming year. We have 21 acres with protected
woodland, meadows, and access to Munson
Brook. Teachers are developing plans to make
use of our outdoor space as much as possible.
Research suggests that the coronavirus transmits
less effectively outside, and so classes will make
use of our fabulous outdoor spaces. Each class will
have a designated outdoor area where they can
hold class, each lunch, and enjoy nature.

Each classroom has a door that leads directly
outside; these will be used to keep classes
together as herds. Each class has a designated
bathroom so students from different herds will not
cross paths in the bathroom.
All rooms in the school have windows that open
and close. These will be used to maximize air
circulation within the building as weather permits.

Caring for Community
Teachers are actively planning for buddies
and cross-grade connections in the upcoming
year. Classes will not physically mix; teachers
are developing creative ways to nurture these
connections.
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We are developing plans for a videoconference
version of All School Meeting that all classes can
synchronously participate in, and we are working
out ways that families can remotely observe.
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Return to On-Campus Learning
A return to on-campus learning is our enduring
goal. Maple Street is well-suited to our return,
and the way we use our building and outdoor
spaces will look different this year. We have hired
additional cleaning personnel, so that classrooms
can be cleaned in accordance with CDC cleaning
protocols.

permitted to enter will be distressing for
children, and we all want children to feel
welcomed at school. Please partner with us in
keeping school a joyful place by proactively
screening your child each morning.

Daily Wellness Checks
Daily wellness checks will be performed on every
person coming to school. Multiple wellness check
stations will be set up on the sidewalk in front
of school each morning in an effort to minimize
wait times. Drivers will be asked to wait until the
passengers entering the school have passed the
wellness check and have been cleared to go to
their classrooms. Temperatures will be assessed
using a no-touch thermometer. Anyone with a
temperature reading over 100.4 F will NOT be
permitted in the building, and must go home.

Face Coverings
As the Vermont Agency of Education guidance
suggests, everyone in the school building will
wear face coverings. School employees will wear
face coverings at all times. Students will wear their
own face coverings that their families provide,
and might consider practicing over the summer
to develop a level of comfort with masks. All face
coverings must be CDC compliant (see links in
FAQ section).

A verbal screening tool will include questions such
as:
1) Have you been near someone who has
COVID-19?
2) Do you have a cough, a hard time
breathing, chills, aches, a headache, or sore
throat? Does your tummy feel ok?
3) Have you taken any fever-reducing
medicine this morning, such as Tylenol or
Advil?

Pods/Herds
In accordance with state and AOE guidance, each
class will stay together in the Maple Street version
of a pod, a herd. Each herd will stay together as
a group throughout the day. Herds will not mix.
Specialist teachers will travel to classrooms rather
than students traveling to a teacher. Healthy
distancing will be supported throughout the
school day.

Anyone who has red flags on this screener should
contact their medical care professional. Families
are strongly encouraged to perform this screening
at home as a means of determining if a child
should stay home and engage in hybrid school.

At Maple Street, we know children and
we know that students need movement
throughout the day. Because we understand
the flow of a classroom, the social-emotional
realities of proximity, and children’s emerging
spatial awareness skills, we cannot guarantee
six feet of distance at all times. Classrooms
will be arranged in ways that promote healthy
distance, and teachers will teach hygiene
lessons throughout the year.

Additionally, in accordance with Vermont
guidelines, students may not attend if they
have a significant new rash or large amounts
of nasal discharge in the absence of an allergy
diagnosis. Arriving at school and not being
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Return to On-Campus Learning continued
We will support hand-cleaning hygiene at school
with both handwashing and hand sanitizing.
Teachers will guide students in hand hygiene
when they arrive at school, before eating,
and at transitional points throughout the day.
Developmentally appropriate signs will be posted
throughout the building.
Teachers are organizing kits of school materials for
each student. Each kit will have enough supplies
so that children will not share items. These kits
will also be ready to take home, in case of hybrid
learning or distance learning.
Each class will have a designated area within our

spacious campus for recess activities.
Classes will not mix during recess.
All school employees will be regularly tested for
COVID-19. These tests will be scheduled and paid
for by Maple Street.
There will be windows of time allotted for arrivals
and dismissals to avoid crowds and lines.
Parents and visitors will not be allowed in school
without prior written permission from the Head
of School. We are developing processes so that
all students, especially kindergarteners and new
students, will join their classrooms securely and
comfortably.

Community Responsibilities
Everyone: students, families, and
staffulty at Maple Street share a responsibility as
participants in our collective public health efforts.
Each member of the Maple Street community
is expected to abide by health protocols and
guidance from the Vermont Department of Health.
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Updated guidance can be found here:
https://www.healthvermont.gov/response/
coronavirus-covid-19
Please note that Vermont currently requires selfquarantine after out of state travels (with the
exception of designated low-risk counties).
https://accd.vermont.gov/covid-19/restart/crossstate-travel
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Frequently Asked Questions

When should I keep my child home?

Please check your child’s temperature and ask the
wellness check questions each morning
1) Have you been near someone who has
COVID-19?
2) Do you have a cough, a hard time
breathing, chills, aches, a headache, or sore
throat?
3) Does your tummy feel ok?
4) Have you taken any fever-reducing
medicine this morning, such as Tylenol or
Advil?
If your child has a temperature of 100.4F or higher
or does not pass the wellness check, please stay
home. Additionally, in accordance with Vermont
guidelines, students may not attend school if they
have a significant new rash or large amounts
of nasal discharge in the absence of an allergy
diagnosis.
Under these circumstances, it may be a day for
hybrid learning, if your child feels well enough.
Please notify your child’s teacher and medical
care professional if any of these symptoms
arise. Additionally, all members of the Maple
Street School community will be required to
follow Vermont Department of Health guidelines
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regarding travel and close contact with those who
travel. (see links at the end of FAQ section).

What is happening with early drop-off,
after-school programming and afterschool activities?

Because students in multiple grades cannot mix at
school, there will not be an early drop-off option, or
any after school options in the upcoming academic
year.

Will my child have regular access to the
Health Room?

Maple Street does not have medically qualified
personnel on staff. In order to minimize the
chances of students from various classes who
do not feel well mixing, the Health Room will be
closed this year. Teachers will apply band-aids and
ice packs in the classroom. If students are feeling
unwell, their families will be notified and they must
be picked up immediately.
A Clean Room is being developed so that students
who develop a temperature or are vomiting can be
isolated from other students while they wait to be
picked up.
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Frequently Asked Questions continued
How will PE be conducted?

According to the Vermont Guidelines, Hunter Hall
will not be used for Physical Education. All P.E.
Classes will be held outside. Grades will not mix
for P.E. Closer to the start of school, Jeff Barclay
will send out information about appropriate
clothing for year-round outdoor P.E.
Decisions about the fall soccer season will likely
be made in August and will depend on guidance
from local authorities and our medical consultants.

How will the Learning Center run this fall?
The Learning Center will continue to provide
support to students and teachers. Individual, small
group, and class-wide support will be offered both
in the Learning Center and in classrooms.

Will the Library be used this year?

The library will be closed for meetings and
gatherings. The librarian will visit Lower School
classrooms to conduct library classes on a regular
basis. The collection will be circulated as it was
over the spring and summer; students may request
books from the library catalogue and they will be
delivered to students after appropriate cleaning
procedures.

Where can I go for more information?

Maple Street School COVID19 Updates page:
https://www.maplestreetschool.com/about-us/
covid19-updates
Vermont Department of Health COVID19 page:
https://www.healthvermont.gov/response/
coronavirus-covid-19
Vermont Agency of Education Guidance for VT Schools:

https://education.vermont.gov/news/covid-19guidance-vermont-schools
Out of State Travel Restrictions:
https://accd.vermont.gov/covid-19/restart/crossstate-travel
Center for Disease Control COVID19 page:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
index.html
CDC guidelines on Face Coverings and a list of
medical studies:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.
html
CDC guidelines on proper cloth face covering
construction:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
prevent-getting-sick/how-to-make-cloth-facecovering.html
For more information, contact Dr. Cricket Mikheev,
Head of School,
cmikheev@maplestreetschool.com.
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